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The beginnings of the Collection Online project

4 main parts of the project:
• Research & Writing
• Copyright
• Images
• Technical & Web

Some advice

Today I’ll be talking about...



Jim Allen, New Zealand environment no. 5 (c. 1969)



Christine Hellyar Country Clothesline (1976)



Lee Bul Mon Grant Recit: because everything (2005)



Francis Upritchard Horseman (2008)



The beginnings of the project
One of three interconnected projects
Initial funding from Govett-Brewster Foundation
Further funding from Lottery Grants Board and 
Govett-Brewster Art Gallery Friends

Project planning: timeline, deadlines, goals



The project
Four major components:
1. Research and writing
2. Copyright permissions
3. Images
4. Technical & Web



1.  Research & Writing
Enhance the records
Write 150-300 word curatorial descriptions
Getty Art and Architecture Thesaurus for descriptions



Remember:
think from a user’s point of view



http://74.50.59.110/search.do?id=1986&db=object&page=1&view=detail
http://74.50.59.110/search.do?id=1986&db=object&page=1&view=detail




2. Copyright
Essential for works less than 50 years old
It’s a very detailed, time-intensive task
Get advice from a lawyer or a colleague
Great resources out there for museums
Establish procedures for future acquisitions



3.  Images
Slides or digital?
Digitised the slides using Nikon CoolScan slide scanner
Used digital images where they exist
Where to store them?  Versions?
Issues of metadata, image standards, formats etc.







4.  Technical & Web
Research how to publish online
Purchased Vernon Browser
Transfer information from Vernon CMS 
Work with web design company to design front end



So if I did it all again...
Realistic goals & deadlines

Look at the big picture (digital asset management, 
collection management, copyright issues, technical 
issues like server hosting, institutional procedures etc)

Talk to people!  Get your colleagues on board, ask for 
advice when you need it.

Multiple sources of funding






