Sample Condition report 

This was a condition report written when a work was considered for treatment.

Accession Number:
Z54321

Reason for Request:
City Lights Exhibition Nov 2005

Description

Artist:
Patrick Watz


Title:
The City
Date:
1925
Medium:
Oil

Support:
Canvas

Dimensions:
770 x 592mm (hxw)
Stretcher:
4 bar strainer

Frame:
None

Inscriptions:
Top and bottom right, brush point: Watz


Reverse, right stretcher bar, pencil: The city of Rome

Condition

The support is a light-weight canvas in a plain weave.  It has been stretched onto a 4 bar strainer (45mm wide x 12mm thick).  It appears that the artist has prepared the canvas while it was stretched and the size and paint have soaked and adhered the fabric to the stretcher.  The edges are uncoated and remain quite flexible although very fragile, whereas the reverse of the support is quite rigid.

There is a tear from a puncture in the upper left and two patches that repair other small tears on the left and right.  There is no ground and the oil paint is applied directly to the sized canvas.  This allows the canvas texture to remain fairly prominent.

Because the canvas has adhered to the strainer the fabric has reacted differently in these areas and developed horizontal distortions and bulges.  This is particularly noticeable at top and bottom and there is drawing in the top left.  There also appears to be some associated paint loss in the lower right, by the strainer join, and a nail hole in the upper left.

The paint is not particularly well adhered to the canvas in some areas and cracking has developed on the lips, cheeks, neck, left background and right collar.  The paint is very chalky and has a layer of dirt over the surface. The woman’s hair is blanched on the right side.  There are scattered abrasions including a large diagonal scratch in the upper left.  

Accession Number:
Z54321

Artist:
Patrick Watz


Title:
The City
Treatment Proposed

Tests have shown that it would be very difficult to separate the canvas from the stretcher so this is not recommended at this time.  However the appearance could be improved considerably by carrying out the following treatment.

1 Local consolidation of cracking

2 Surface clean

3 Remove patches

4 Repair tears

5 Resaturate blanching if possible

6 Fill losses

7 Retouch damages

Conservator:

Theresa Sand



Date:  15.6.05

Approved by:






Date:

Source: He Rauemi Resource Guide 26: Condition Reporting, pg 20
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Fact Sheet 18: Sample - Condition Report as part of a treatment proposal
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