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Tau arai ki te po,
titoko ki te ao marama.

The night is veiled, the light of
day in the ascendant.

E nunumi ake nei ki te tatua korirangi hei whakangaoko noa ia
tatau taonga o nehera, o inaianei. He aniwha koia te manawanui ki 6
tatau tipuna kia rongo ai te ngutu iti, te ngutu rahi i te ahuatanga o
nga taonga tuku iho hei maru whakahirahira mé tatau katoa.

Anei ra ko te whakaaturanga E 7iz Ake, na koutou, na tatau, nga
taonga. No tatau katoa énei tipuna, i waiho ake hei honohono i a
tatau e karipi ai 6 tatau mata ki runga ra.

A precious cloak is unfolded to reveal the allure of our treasures of the
past and present. If it caused them some unease, it was nevertheless in the
great spirit of our ancestors to enable those of little or great knowledge to
come to understand the nature of the artefacts passed down as examples

of excellence for us all.

Here then is the exhibition E Ta Ake; the treasures in it belong to you
and also to us all. These ancestral arts relate to all of us, and were left so
that those whose eyes gaze on them might come together in goodwill.

The Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa is proud to present
E Tiz Ake: Maori Standing Strong to New Zealand, and to audiences
internationally.

This book and the exhibition on which it is based powerfully
present tangata whenua — Maori, the indigenous people of Aotearoa
New Zealand — taking their place in the twenty-first century,
dynamically and tenaciously, while continuing to seek rebalance in
their relationship with tangata tiriti — all other cultures that live in
Aotearoa New Zealand by right of the Treaty of Waitangi — through
expressions of tino rangatiratanga, or Maori self-determination.

E Tiz Ake combines iconic symbols and objects that for Maori have
become synonymous with the struggle for self-determination, with
reflections from pivotal events in the history-making of Aotearoa
New Zealand. These include the 1975 Maori land march, the 1978
occupation at Bastion Point and the 2004 foreshore and seabed
hikoi, or march. Each of these changed the political landscape of the
country and our ideas about nationhood and partnership, provoked
vigorous debate and reinforced Maori aspirations for autonomy.

As much as it is an expression of artistic excellence and cultural
identity, E 7iz Ake is also a commentary on the continuity and
challenges of upholding Maori culture — the language and traditions
that have transcended time and which anchor this exhibition and

book.

In the contemporary world, technology has radically changed

the way we live. At such a point in history, £ 7iz Ake offers an
insight into a tribal culture that is responding to the challenges of
modernity, offering hope to other indigenous communities and local
solutions to global issues.

E Tiz Ake was developed as an international touring exhibition and
publication over an extended period of time and Te Papa thanks

all those whose contributions have added to the final result, which
reveals Maori as dignified and courageous guardians of a revitalised
culture, at once deeply informed by the past and actively engaged
in the present, while continuing to strive for a better future for their
descendants.

Michael Houlihan Michelle Hippolite
Chief Exectutive Kaihauti
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The E Td Ake mauri stone, named Hine Kaitaka. Mauri is the
life force that exists in and connects all things, living and
inanimate. Hine Kaitaka is a touchstone for the exhibition,
anchoring the mauri of everything on display, the visitors and
the exhibition’s hosts.
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