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Introduction 
 

The Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa (Te Papa) has been involved in 

the repatriation of köiwi tangata and Toi moko since the early 1980s.  The 

involvement in repatriation began through the work of Sir Mäui Pomare, and was 

supported by the Department of Internal Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.   

 

In May 1999 a meeting held between representatives of Mäori, Government agencies 

and Te Papa considered issues relating to repatriation.  This meeting gave 

overwhelming support for Te Papa’s continued involvement in this important work.   

 

In May 2003 Te Papa established the Karanga Aotearoa Repatriation Programme.  

This formalised Te Papa’s repatriation work, and in turn became recognised and 

mandated as the official repatriation programme supported by the New Zealand 

Government. 

 

Te Papa’s work, as mandated, is governed by these five overarching principles: 

 

• The government’s role is one of facilitation – it does not claim ownership of 

köiwi tangata;  

 

• Repatriation from overseas institutions and individuals is by mutual 

agreement only;  

 

• No payment for köiwi tangata will be made to overseas institutions;  

  

• Köiwi tangata must be identified as originating from New Zealand; and  

 

• Mäori are to be involved in the repatriation of köiwi tangata, including 

determining final resting places, where possible.       

 

The Purpose of this report is to out line the history of the kōiwi tangata currently held 

in Te Papa’s Wāhi Tapu with provenance to Porangahau, Hawke’s Bay. It is hoped 

that this report, together with iwi/hapü discussions, will assist in returning these kōiwi 

tangata to their final resting place.  

Please note this report contains photographs of this kōiwi tangata. 
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International Repatriations 
 

Since 2004, Te Papa has carried out repatriations from approximately 50 institutions 

in countries including: Great Britain, United States of America, Netherlands, 

Argentina, Australia, Canada and Germany, Sweden, Norway and France.  Te Papa 

currently holds 125 Toi moko and approximately 500 köiwi tangata.  However, a 

number of these were repatriated by the former National Museum prior to 1998, and 

many also came from the collection held by the Dominion Museum. 

 

Domestic Repatriations 

 

After the köiwi tangata are returned from overseas, they undergo a period of 

investigation and research to collect information pertaining to their provenance.  

 

Where provenance is achieved, discussions and negotiations are undertaken to 

repatriate the köiwi tangata back to their place of origin or initial point of collection. 

 

A general definition of provenance is the ‘point of collection’ or ‘origin’.  The primary 

purpose of determining the provenance of köiwi tangata, therefore, is to confirm the 

original collection point (for example, the burial site).  Information regarding the 

collector of the köiwi tangata is also researched, where possible, to assist in 

confirming provenance.  The Karanga Aotearoa Repatriation Programme uses a 

wide range of primary and secondary sources to research the provenance for köiwi 

tangata.   

 

Köiwi tangata are sometimes removed from their place of origin by collectors, or 

other mechanisms including natural disturbances (such as earthquakes or flooding), 

trade, and theft.  There are also other contexts in which köiwi tangata can be 

removed from their resting places, such as archaeological excavations and 

commercial developments.  Researching the provenance of köiwi tangata completely 

is very important.   

 

With most domestic repatriations, discussions occur with an iwi and its related hapü.  

However, in situations where more than one iwi have an interest in a location or rohe, 

Te Papa holds discussions with all relevant groups.   
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Since the early beginnings of the repatriation work undertaken by the National 

Museum, approximately 90 köiwi tangata have been successfully domestically 

repatriated to their region of origin and its related iwi, including Te Tairäwhiti, Ngäti 

Kurï, Whanganui, Rangitäne o Wairau, Muaüpoko, Ngäi Tahu, Ngäti Maniapoto, 

Ngäti Apa ki Rangitīkei, Tauranga Moana iwi, Ngāti Whakaue, and the iwi of 

Waikaremoana, Waiuku, Taupō nui a Tia, and  Oparau, Kawhia. 

 
 

Kōiwi Tangata Information 
 

Te Papa records ancestral remains with a köiwi tangata (KT) number.  This 

numbering system is not an accession record; köiwi tangata and Toi moko are held 

and cared for by Te Papa but are not accessioned into the collection.  Instead, köiwi 

tangata (KT) numbers are used to assist in the collation of information regarding 

particular köiwi and these numbers help us to identify and track their place in Te 

Papa. You may also note other numbers related to kōiwi tangata; PAn (which are the 

museums old Ethnology Register Pacific Anthropology numbers), DM (which are the 

old Dominion Museum accession numbers), and old accession numbers (i.e. 

1968/101). These numbers if present have been included to ensure that all 

information relating to the kōiwi tangata is provided.  

 

The circumstances surrounding each köiwi tangata can be very different, however in 

this case all kōiwi tangata were collected from the same area by the same person/s. 

In instances where we do not have much available information, or avenues for further 

research, we have to rely on the accuracy of the details provided with the köiwi 

tangata when they arrive at Te Papa.  However every effort is made to validate all 

information. 
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Provenance information for KT279 
 
This kōiwi tangata was situated in a fixed dune some distance behind the beach on 

the farm of Mr John Humphries. It appears that the tipuna was uncovered as the 

result of a blow out (an event which occurs when the top soil is broken and the sand 

below is blown out leaving a hollow) and then further excavated by police and 

presented to the museum by police Sgt Neville Carter, in 1974.  

An approximate location was given for the kōiwi tangata (Grid Reference: N151 083 

450) and this can be seen in Appendix II and Figure 7 below. 

Photos of the site and kōiwi in situ can be seen in Figures 1 to 3.   

 
 

Description of Skeletal Remains 
 
This kōiwi tangata consists of a partial skeleton including leg and arm bones, small 

fragments of bone, sand, scapula, foot, vertebrae, teeth and skull (no lower or upper 

jaw). The skull is documented as being very weathered and has been exposed to the 

elements longer than other bones (Figure 4 & 5).  

 

 
 

 
 



Porangahau Hawke’s Bay – Kōiwi Tangata Report 
Karanga Aotearoa Repatriation Programme 

Amber Aranui Page 6 17/02/2014 

 
 
 
 

 
       Figure 1: PAn 303 (KT279) Record Card 

 
 
 

 
      Figure 2: Underside of PAn 303 Record card 
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Archaeological Information 
 

There have been a number of archaeological sites recorded at Porangahau including 

pā, pits, ovens, ditch and bank enclosures, mills and 19th century banked enclosures, 

as can be seen in Figure 6 below. An extensive concentration of pits is situated in the 

Porangahau catchment located on the north side of the river, and there is also a 

concentration of pā in the area, two of which are located river bends with storage pits 

and other pā on the ridgelines over looking the lower river1.   The dune belt south of 

the Porangahau River mouth also has a few archaeological sites recorded (Pā and 

Dam/pits/midden). 

 

A grid reference for the remains has been given as N151 083 450 and the 

approximate location can be seen below in Figure 7. As can also be seen in Figure 7, 

there are a number of recorded archaeological sites in the immediate vicinity of 

where the tipuna was found. A number of pits have been recorded to the west and 

northwest of where the KT279 was excavated, and two pā have also been recorded 

in the vicinity (V24/57 & V24/58). To the east of the of where the tipuna was found, 

two find spots have been recorded (V24/8 & V24/9) which consisted of a number of 

adzes and a pounamu chisel (See Appendix III for NZAA Site Record Forms of these 

sites). It is possible that the finds were associated with other burials, though the Site 

Record Forms do not identify any burials; however it is also possible that there are 

more kōiwi tangata in and around the area where KT279 was found, give the location 

of the occupation sites to the west.     

 

                                                 
1
 Jones K, & V, Tanner. 2002. Archaeological survey of the southern Hawke’s Bay coast from the air. 

Science for Conservation 202, Department of Conservation, pp14 
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        Figure 3: Map of  recorded sites in Southern Hawkes Bay2 

 

                                                 
2
 Ibid pp15 
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Figure 4: Map showing recorded archaeological sites and the approximate location of KT279 
 

 

Conclusion 
 
In October 1974 a near complete skeleton was uncovered as a result of a blowout in 

a fixed dune on the farm of John Humphries at Porangahau. The remains were 

excavated and presented to the National Museum by police sergeant Neville Carter. 

In the immediate vicinity pā, pits and find spots have also been recorded indicating 

that the tipuna may be directly associated with these. 

 

This report provided information for discussions regarding the repatriation of this 

tipuna back to the rohe of Porangahau. We have sort guidance from Ngāti Kere the 

respective hapu of Porangahau about the best way to proceed regarding the 

domestic repatriation of the tipuna identified in this report. 

We are please to be able to return this tipuna back to the area Porangahau on 

Saturday 8th December 2012. And after discussions between Ngāti Kere and the 

landowner the tipuna will be laid to rest close to the area where he was originally 

uplifted over 35 years ago. 

 

 

Approximate 
location for 
KT279 
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Appendix I: Original Accession Schedule for KT279 
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Appendix II: NZ Topographical Map showing the original location for KT279  
 
 

Approximate 

location of 

Kōiwi tangata 
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Appendix III: NZAA Site Record Forms  
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