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Executive Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to outline the history of the kōiwi tangata provenanced to 
the rohe of Waimārama, Hawke’s Bay.  
 
These tīpuna have been repatriated from three separate international institutions; the 
British Museum in 2008; the Göteborg Natural History Museum, Sweden in 2009; 
and the Lund University, Sweden in 2011(see Table below). 
 
All koīwi tangata in this report were collected by Frederick Huth Meinertzhagen and 
his wife Ellen while he ran a sheep run on property at Waimārama, Hawke’s Bay.   
 
 

Kōiwi 
Tangata No: 

Other No: Provenance Description 

KT640 Oc1895-396 New Zealand Heavy piece hollow bone (human) 
KT641 Oc1895-397 New Zealand Heavy piece hollow bone brown 

(human) 
KT642 Oc1895-627 North Island, NZ Piece of human bone: cut at ends 
KT643 Oc1895-628 North Island, NZ Piece of human bone: flatter 
KT644 Oc1895-629 North Island, NZ Piece of human bone 
KT645 Oc1895-630 North Island, NZ Piece of human skull-bone: 

blackened 
KT646 Oc1895-631 North Island, NZ Smaller piece of human skull-bone 
KT647 Oc1895-633 North Island, NZ Flattish piece of bone cut across 
KT648 Oc1895-634 North Island, NZ Concave piece of bone cat across 

at both ends 
KT623 No. 1323 Sandhills, East 

Coast, North Island 
Skull, loose teeth and bone 
fragments 

KT624 No. 1324 Sandhills, East 
Coast, North Island 

Near complete skeleton 

KT651 ZMN:75 Sandhills, East 
Coast, North Island 

Cranium of a female Māori  

KT664 ZMN:69 Sandhills, East 
Coast, North Island 

Skeleton of a male Māori 

KT665 ZMN:76 Sandhills, East 
Coast, North Island 

Skeleton of a male Māori 
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Introduction 
 

The Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa (Te Papa) has been involved in 

the repatriation of kōiwi tangata and Toi moko since the early 1980s.  The 

involvement in repatriation began through the work of Sir Māui Pomare, and was 

supported by the Department of Internal Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.   

 

In May 1999 a meeting held between representatives of Māori, Government agencies 

and Te Papa considered issues relating to repatriation.  This meeting gave 

overwhelming support for Te Papa’s continued involvement in this important work.   

 

In May 2003 Te Papa established the Karanga Aotearoa Repatriation Programme.  

This formalised Te Papa’s repatriation work, and in turn became recognised and 

mandated as the official repatriation programme supported by the New Zealand 

Government. 

 

Te Papa’s work, as mandated, is governed by these five overarching principles: 

 

• The government’s role is one of facilitation – it does not claim ownership of 

kōiwi tangata;  

 

• Repatriation from overseas institutions and individuals is by mutual 

agreement only;  

 

• No payment for kōiwi tangata will be made to overseas institutions;  

  

• Kōiwi tangata must be identified as originating from New Zealand; and  

 

• Māori are to be involved in the repatriation of kōiwi tangata, including 

determining final resting places, where possible.       

 

The Purpose of this report is to out line the history of the kōiwi tangata currently held 

in Te Papa’s Wāhi Tapu with provenance to Waimārama, Hawke’s Bay. It is hoped 

that this report, together with iwi/hapü discussions, will assist in returning these kōiwi 

tangata to their final resting place. 
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International Repatriations 
 

Since 2004, Te Papa has carried out repatriations from over 50 institutions in 

countries including: Great Britain, United States of America, Netherlands, Argentina, 

Australia, Canada and Germany, Sweden, Norway and France.  Te Papa currently 

holds 129 Toi moko and approximately 500 kōiwi tangata.  However, a number of 

these were repatriated by the former National Museum prior to 1998, and many also 

came from the collection held by the Dominion Museum. 

 

Domestic Repatriations 

 

After the kōiwi tangata are returned from overseas, they undergo a period of 

investigation and research to collect information pertaining to their provenance.  

 

Where provenance is achieved, discussions and negotiations are undertaken to 

repatriate the kōiwi tangata back to their place of origin or initial point of collection. 

 

A general definition of provenance is the ‘point of collection’ or ‘origin’.  The primary 

purpose of determining the provenance of kōiwi tangata, therefore, is to confirm the 

original collection point (for example, the burial site).  Information regarding the 

collector of the kōiwi tangata is also researched, where possible, to assist in 

confirming provenance.  The Karanga Aotearoa Repatriation Programme uses a 

wide range of primary and secondary sources to research the provenance for kōiwi 

tangata.   

 

Kōiwi tangata are sometimes removed from their place of origin by collectors, or 

other mechanisms including natural disturbances (such as earthquakes or flooding), 

trade, and theft.  There are also other contexts in which kōiwi tangata can be 

removed from their resting places, such as archaeological excavations and 

commercial developments.  Researching the provenance of kōiwi tangata completely 

is very important.   

 

With most domestic repatriations, discussions occur with an iwi and its related hapü.  

However, in situations where more than one iwi have an interest in a location or rohe, 

Te Papa holds discussions with all relevant groups.   
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Since the early beginnings of the repatriation work undertaken by the National 

Museum, approximately 104 kōiwi tangata have been successfully domestically 

repatriated to their region of origin and its related iwi, including Te Tairāwhiti, Ngāti 

Kurī, Whanganui, Rangitāne o Wairau, Muaüpoko, Ngāi Tahu, Ngāti Maniapoto, 

Ngāti Apa ki Rangitīkei, Tauranga Moana iwi, Ngāti Whakaue, the iwi of 

Waikaremoana, Ngāti Te Ata, Ngāti Tūwharetoa, Oparau, Kawhia, and Porangahau.   

 
 

Kōiwi Tangata Information 
 

Te Papa records ancestral remains with a kōiwi tangata (KT) number.  This 

numbering system is not an accession record; kōiwi tangata and Toi moko are held 

and cared for by Te Papa but are not accessioned into the collection.  Instead, kōiwi 

tangata (KT) numbers are used to assist in the collation of information regarding 

particular kōiwi and these numbers help us to identify and track their place in Te 

Papa. You will also note accession numbers from the institutions that we have 

repatriated from (i.e. No. 1323). These numbers if present have been included to 

ensure that all information relating to the kōiwi tangata is provided.  

 

The circumstances surrounding each kōiwi tangata can be very different, however in 

this case all kōiwi tangata were collected from the same area by the same person.  

In instances where we do not have much available information, or avenues for further 

research, we have to rely on the accuracy of the details provided with the kōiwi 

tangata when they arrive at Te Papa.  However every effort is made to validate all 

information. 
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Collector: Frederick Huth Meinertzhagen (1845-1895) 
 

 

Figure 1: Frederick Huth Meinertzhagen
1 

 

Born in London in 1845, Frederick Huth Meinertzhagen (Figure 1) was part of a 

“prosperous and well-connected banking family”2, and upon completion of this 

schooling he immigrated to New Zealand. 

Frederick is first recorded in Christchurch where he met and married Ellen Moore in 

1866. Described as a “delicate young man”3 Fritz, as he was also known, was a 

“keen ornithologist and conchologist”4 as well as a collector of Māori artefacts such 

as those previously described above.  He was also a member of the Royal Society of 

New Zealand, Hawke’s Bay Philosophical Society, Hawke’s Bay Agricultural and 

Pastoral Association, and Acclimatization Society5.   

At the age of 23 he and Walter Lorne Campbell leased approximately 35,000 acres 

for twenty-one years at Waimārama (Figure 2) where they ran a sheep station 

(Figure 3). During this time the family also lived in a Nelson homestead known as  

                                                 
1
 Starzecka, D., Neich, R., & M. Pendergrast. 2010. Taonga Māori in the British Museum. The British 

Museum Press: London. 
2
 Ibid, 2010. pp17 

3
 Meinertzhagen, Colonel R. 1964. Diary of Black Sheep. Oliver & Boyd Ltd: London. pp34. 

4
 Grant, S. 1977. Waimārama. Dunmore Press Ltd: Palmerston North. pp40. 

5
 Grant, 1977, pp103. 
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“The Lawn” and as a result were regularly absent from Waimārama until a new 

homestead was built sometime after the death of Campbell in July 1874. 

 

 

Figure 2: Map showing the location of Waimārama
6 

 

In 1870 Frederick and his family travelled to England to seek financial aid as the 

business was not yet prospering. In 1872 they returned with the financial backing 

they were in need of.  

 

He returned to England permanently in 1881, and tragically his wife and two of his 

daughters and an adopted Māori son7 died soon after of scarlet fever soon after  

                                                 
6
 Grant, 1977, pp8. 
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arrival. According to his nephew, Richard Meinertzhagen, Frederick “never recovered 

from his triple bereavement and my recollection of him as of a thin, gaunt, bearded 

man with sad eyes.”8 Sometime after this Frederick’s eldest daughter Gertrude 

returned to New Zealand to take over the sheep station. 

 

An active part of the community, Meinertzhagen appears to have had a good 

relationship with the local Māori whom he also employed on the station.  

 

While in New Zealand Frederick sent back to England specimens of New Zealand 

birds which were put on display at the family home in Wimbledon Common and later 

given to the Imperial Institute after his death in 1895.9 He also has collections in 

Edinburgh, and the British Museum in London who identify that this collection is their 

“largest single Māori collection consisting of well over 500 objects”10.  

 

 

Figure 3: Waimārama Station 1890s
11

 

                                                                                                                                            
7
 Tame Turoa Te Rangihauturu 

8
 Meinertzhagen, 1964, pp35. 

9
 Meinertzhagen, 1964, pp14. 

10
 Starzecka et al. 2010. pp20 

11
 Alexander Turnbull Library: Ref PAColl-6407-19  
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Provenance Information for Waimārama kōiwi tangata 
 
These kōiwi tangata have probable and confirmed provenance to Waimārama, and 

consist of fourteen kōiwi tangata. All have been collected by Frederick Huth 

Meinertzhagen and his wife Ellen from his property at Waimārama.  

British Museum, London, England 

 

The following kōiwi tangata were repatriated from the British Museum in 
November 2008. 
 
Table 1: Details of kōiwi tangata from the British Museum 

KT No: BM No: Provenance Description 

KT640 Oc1895-396 New Zealand Heavy piece hollow bone (human) 
KT641 Oc1895-397 New Zealand Heavy piece hollow bone brown 

(human) 
KT642 Oc1895-627 North Island, NZ Piece of human bone: cut at ends 
KT643 Oc1895-628 North Island, NZ Piece of human bone: flatter 
KT644 Oc1895-629 North Island, NZ Piece of human bone 
KT645 Oc1895-630 North Island, NZ Piece of human skull-bone: 

blackened 
KT646 Oc1895-631 North Island, NZ Smaller piece of human skull-bone 
KT647 Oc1895-633 North Island, NZ Flattish piece of bone cut across 
KT648 Oc1895-634 North Island, NZ Concave piece of bone cat across 

at both ends 
 

 

Meinertzhagen and the British Museum 

 
In November 2008 nine fragments of human bone were repatriated from the British 

Museum, London. These fragments range in size from 1.25in to 7.80in in length. The 

majority of the pieces appear the be sections of long bones such as the femur that 

have been ‘cut’ at one or both ends perhaps in preparation for further modification i.e. 

fish hooks. Two pieces have been identified as being part of the cranium both of 

which have evidence of burning. 

 

These nine pieces of bone were presented to the British Museum by Miss Gertrude 

Ellen Meinertzhagen on the 16th October 1895 along with a large collection of other 

artefacts including kete, fish hooks, poi, putātara, pounamu pendants, and obsidian. 

These artefacts were collected by her father Frederick Huth Meinertzhagen between 

1866 and 1881 (Appendix V & VI). According to the British Museum accession 

register the collection appears to be from locations throughout the country including 
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Chatham Island, South Rakaia, and North Island, with some only recorded as being 

from New Zealand, and also includes some objects from Samoa, Fiji, Tonga, Hawai’i, 

and Australia. 

 

In relation to the kōiwi tangata two (KT640 & KT641) have a provenance location of 

‘New Zealand’ only while the remaining seven (KT642-KT648) have the provenance 

of ‘North Island, New Zealand’. It is likely that all have been collected from 

Waimārama or the vicinity while Frederick was farming at the sheep station there 

from about 1868. It is unclear at this stage whether the pieces of bone are from more 

that one individual, due to the various other pieces that were purchased by the 

Museum during that time. There is however two distinct collections as described 

above. 

 
Figure 4: British Museum Accession Register information for KT640 and KT641 

 

 
Figure 5: British Museum Accession Register information for KT642 to KT646 

 

 
Figure 6: British Museum Accession Register information for KT647 and KT648 
 

Unfortunately there is no further information regarding the kōiwi tangata from the 

British Museum. However, the fact that he has noted that he has found with the 

remains of moa “numerous flakes and a considerable number of [polished?] stone 
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implements”12 among the sandhills, showing that he was fossicking on the land, it is 

likely that the British Museum kōiwi are also from the Waimārama or surrounding 

area. 

                                                 
12

 Letter dated 4
th

 January 1875, pp1. (ATL: MS-Copy-Micro-0717-09. Folder 119.) 
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Göteborg Natural History Museum, Sweden 

 

These two kōiwi tangata were repatriated from the Göteborg Natural History 

Museum, Sweden in November 2009. 

Description of Skeletal Remains 

 
KT623 (No. 1323) 
This kōiwi tangata consists of skull (cranium & mandible) with 4 teeth on right side of 

the maxilla and 13 teeth present on mandible. There are also a number of loose teeth 

and bone fragments together in a separate bag. 

 

KT624 (No. 1322) 
This kōiwi tangata consists of a near complete skeleton. 

Provenance Information 

 
These two kōiwi tangata were originally collected by Frederick Huth Meinertzhagen 

and his wife Ellen from the sandhills at Waimārama on the east coast of the North 

Island between April and June 1876. The original accession records identifies that 

the KT623 was found in the same locality but in a peat bog (Appendix I). 

These two along with number of other kōiwi tangata were then sent to Julius von 

Haast at the Canterbury Museum. Both KT623 and KT624 were then sent to the then 

Zoological Museum (now the Göteborg Natural History Museum), Sweden in August 

1876, arriving there on the 27th September 1876.   
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Lund University, Sweden 
 

These three kōiwi tangata were repatriated from Lund University, Sweden in April 

2011.  

Description of Skeletal Remains  

KT664: (69-Zoological Museums Number) 

This kōiwi tangata consists of the skeleton of a male Māori 

 

KT651: (75-Zoological Museums Number) 

This kōiwi tangata consists of the cranium of a female Māori  

 

KT665: (76-Zoological Museums Number) 

This kōiwi tangata consists of the skeleton of a male Māori  

Provenance Information 

These kōiwi tangata were originally collect by Frederick Huth Meinertzhagen and his 

wife Ellen in April 1876. They were then sent along with others to Julius von Haast at 

the Canterbury Museum. 

Information provided by Lund University identifies that the tīpuna were found in the 

sandhills (Appendix II). 

In May 1876 von Haast sent them to Dr Bernhard Lundgren and accessioned in to 

the Lund University collection in that same year. 
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Meinertzhagen and the Canterbury Museum 

 
According to information provided by the Canterbury Museum regarding the 

exchanges involving kōiwi collected by Meinertzhagen, between April & June 1876, 5 

skeletons and 13 crania provenanced to “the sandhills, East Coast, North Island” 

were presented to the Canterbury Museum and 13 kōiwi tangata were then sent to 

various institutions in Europe (see Table One). It appears that all were collected from 

the Waimārama sandhills. 

Table 2: List of kōiwi collected by Meinertzhagen, 1876 

Date Institution/Country Person Description Provenance 

May 1876 Museum Florence Prof 
Parlatoni?? 

1 skeleton, 3 
crania 

North Island 
(Meinertzhagen) 

May 1876 Sweden (Lund 
University) 

Dr Bernhard 
Lundgren 

1 skeleton, 2 
skulls 

 Sandhills East Coast, 
North Island 

May 1876 Royal Museum 
Stuttgardt 

  1 skeleton 
(sandhills East 
Coast), 2 skulls 
(Meinertzhagen) 

Sandhills, East Coast, 
North Island 

August 1876 Zoological 
Museum, Sweden 

  1 skeleton of 
aboriginal found 
buried in the 
sandhills East 
Coast, North 
Island in a 
sitting position; 
1 skull ditto. 

Sandhills, East Coast, 
North Island 

September 
1876 

Vienna Hochstetter 1 skeleton, 
Maori 

Waimārama sandhills 

 
Correspondence between Meinertzhagen and von Haast from January 1875 to 

November 1879 identifies that he was collecting specimens for the Canterbury 

Museum/von Haast during and prior to this time. Along with moa, kiore, kuri, shells 

and a variety of artefacts, Meinertzhagen also collected kōiwi tangata in the form of 

complete skeletons as well as crania. He notes that the kōiwi tangata were originally 

found by his wife in the “sandhill”. In relation to the age of the kōiwi he notes, “The 

Maoris here have no tradition of burial in that neighbourhood.”13 He also notes in a 

later letter that he regrets not being able to send more [skeletons] due to the 200 

Māori living on his run which is leasehold, and he cannot afford to “run counter their 

prejudices. You doubtless know how they respect the bones of their ancestors” 14.  

                                                 
13

 Letter dated 19
th

 May 1876, pp5. (ATL: MS-Copy-Micro-0717-09, Folder 119.) 
14

 Letter dated 17
th

 November 1879, pp1. (ATL: MS-Copy-Micro-0717-09, Folder 119.) 
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Archaeological Information for the Waimārama area 
This area of the Hawke’s Bay has a large number of recorded archaeological sites 

the majority of which are located along the beach and dune areas. Over the years 

there have been several surveys by land and air as well as a number of 

archaeological reports written due to the development of areas such as Ocean 

Beach, just north of the Waimārama sheep run boundary.  

 

These archaeological reports including those written by Ritchie & Cave15, Hunter16, 

and Pishief17 have clearly shown the density of sites in this area as well as the long 

history of settlement and human activity along this coastline. During the 1975 site 

survey carried out by Ritchie and Cave, 190 sites (Figures 7 & 8) were located and 

recorded and only five of these were historic sites which included the Meinertzhagen 

woolshed and homestead sites. Highlighted in Figures 7 & 8 are sites of interest for 

this research, outlined below; 

 

W22/5:  Midden 

Located on Waimārama Beach, south of the township on both sides of the 

mouth of the Pukeake Stream. The site was first recorded in 1964 and at the 

time was described as follows:  

“The midden is to be seen, recently exposed by erosion, on both sides of the 

mouth of the PUKEAKE Stream. It is also visible a short way along the beach 

on both sides of the outlet, and is about ½ mile walk south from the 

Waimārama Settlement.  

 

The amount of material in this midden site varies in thickness from 1” to 10” 

and is concentrated around the outlet. It composes, pipi, oven stones and dog 

and human bone”. This site is identified as No. 2 on Map 1, Figure 7. 

 

W22/11: Meinertzhagen Woolshed 

This is the site of the original woolshed at the Waimārama Station, built circa 

1860s and constructed of Kauri; the shed has been largely dismantled, but  

                                                 
15

 Ritchie, N. A. & J. B. Cave. 1975. Waimārama Archaeological Site Survey, December 1975.  

Anthropology Department, University of Otago. Unpublished Report.     
16

 Hunter, R. 1993. Te Apiti & Southern Waimārama. Unpublished Report. 
17

 Pishief, E. 2001. S. 18 Investigation of a Cemetery at Waimārama, Hawke’s Bay. A report completed 

as part of the conditions of Authority No. 1997/28. Unpublished Report. 
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can be seen in aerial photos of the area. Identified as No. 10 on Map 1, 

Figure 7. 

 

W22/53: Meinertzhagen Homestead 

Approximately 200m south of Paparewa Creek and surrounded by 

introduced trees, which have now been felled. The building no longer exists 

as it was destroyed by fire, and the site is now built up with beach houses. 

Identified as No. 70 on Map 1, Figure 7. 

 

W22/143: Burial Caves 

Located approximately 1km SW of Wilson’s farmhouse in a patch of bush on 

a plateau, two caves, one of which has been sealed by landslip. The property 

owner has noted that they still contain Māori skeletal remains. Identified as 

No. 173 on Map 2, Figure 8. 

 

V22/97: Burial Cave 

Located in what is now known as Peach Gully this site is located 

approximately 400m NW of Waimārama Road from the road bridge over the 

Waingongoro Stream. The entrance of the cave has been blown up as there 

has been a considerable amount of looting in the past. It is believed that this 

cave had been in use for some time as trussed burials have been observed 

as well as Christian style (coffins) burials. Identified as No. 31 on Map 1, 

Figure 7. 

 

Figures 7 and 8 below clearly show the density of archaeological sites along this 

portion of the coastline. The northern half of this coastline, which includes 

Waimārama, consists of two long sand beaches extending from Cape Kidnappers in 

the north to Te Puku Point in the south.  It seems likely that it is this area in general is 

where Frederick Meinertzhagen collected these kōiwi tangata as well as the seven 

bone fragments provenanced to “North Island” that were repatriated from the British 

Museum.  
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Figure 7: Map 1: Archaeological sites recorded by Ritchie and Cave, 1975 
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Figure 8: Map 2: Archaeological sites recorded, (north of Map 1) by Ritchie and Cave, 1975 
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Conclusion 
 
In 1876 Frederick Huth Meinertzhagen sent 5 skeletons and 13 crania to the 

Canterbury Museum. Five of the eighteen kōiwi tangata have been repatriated from 

two institutions in Sweden, Göteborg Natural History Museum in 2009 and Lund 

University in 2011. These kōiwi tangata were collected by Meinertzhagen and his 

wife from the sandhills of Waimārama. 

 

Nine pieces of human bone were also repatriated from the British Museum in 2008. 

They were part of the Meinertzhagen collection on over 500 objects collected by him 

during his time in New Zealand. There is not strong evidence that these fragments of 

bone were collected from the Waimārama area however the researcher (Amber 

Aranui) feels that it likely to be the case. 

 

This report provides information regarding tīpuna that will be repatriated back to the 

Hawke’s Bay rohe of Waimārama.  

 
 

Kōiwi Tangata 
No: 

Other No: Provenance Description 

KT640 Oc1895-396 New Zealand Heavy piece hollow bone (human) 

KT641 Oc1895-397 New Zealand Heavy piece hollow bone brown 
(human) 

KT642 Oc1895-627 North Island, NZ Piece of human bone: cut at ends 

KT643 Oc1895-628 North Island, NZ Piece of human bone: flatter 

KT644 Oc1895-629 North Island, NZ Piece of human bone 

KT645 Oc1895-630 North Island, NZ Piece of human skull-bone: 
blackened 

KT646 Oc1895-631 North Island, NZ Smaller piece of human skull-
bone 

KT647 Oc1895-633 North Island, NZ Flattish piece of bone cut across 
KT648 Oc1895-634 North Island, NZ Concave piece of bone cat across 

at both ends 

KT623 No. 1323 Sandhills, East 
Coast, North 
Island 

Skull, loose teeth and bone 
fragments 

KT624 No. 1324 Sandhills, East 
Coast, North 
Island 

Near complete skeleton 

KT651 ZMN:75 Sandhills, East 
Coast, North 
Island 

Cranium of a female Māori  

KT664 ZMN:69 Sandhills, East 
Coast, North 
Island 

Skeleton of a male Māori 

KT665 ZMN:76 Sandhills, East 
Coast, North 
Island 

Skeleton of a male Māori 
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Appendix I: Accession Records from Göteborg Natural 
History Museum 
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Appendix II: Information from Lund University 
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Appendix III: Transcribed letters from F H 
Meinertzhagen to Julius von Haast. 
 

MS Haast Family Papers.  Correspondence: Maskell-Middleton 
Ref: MS Papers-0037.  Folders 111-119 

(MS-Copy-Micro-0717-09) 
 
 

Folder 119: J H Meinertzhagen 1875-1879 
 
Pg 1 
4 Jan 1875        (8) 
Waimārama 
 
My dear Dr Haast 
 The box containing the moa bones and bird skins arrived safely the 
other day.  I am exceedingly obliged to you for your kindness in sending them.  
The moa bones will be very valuable to me for comparing with those few 
which I occasionally get here.  J.D.[Evys?] was here the other day, and 
[walk?] over the sandhills with me in which I found the moa eggshells.  I was 
lucky enough to find one moa skull, in tolerable preservation. 
 
Pg 2 
I have found among them numerous flakes and a considerable number of 
[polished?] stone implements.  I shall make a [number?] of notes on the place 
now that my leisure time has come, and will send you them, with some moa 
eggshells.  I may say that the shells and fish bones accompanying the 
eggshells are of a totally different character from those on other [ovens?] in 
the same place, which are evidently of recent date.  The shells in the former 
are estuary shells and those  
 
Pg 3 
in the latter, open beach shells.  There is no estuary now within 30 miles of 
the place, and it is hard to guess where one could ever have existed.  – I sent 
an egg of Cordea Lacra down by Evy’s telling him to give it to the museum, if 
Potts got the former one, which I was not aware of.  The birds are now nesting 
somewhere else, having abandoned this old place.  I may however, come on 
them again. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
F. H. Meinertzhagen 
 



Waimārama, Hawke’s Bay – Kōiwi Tangata Report 
Karanga Aotearoa Repatriation Programme 

Amber Aranui Page 30 16/09/2013 

Pg 1 
19 May 1876        (9) 
Waimārama 
 
Mr dear Dr Haast 
 
I received your last letter last week and I hope that this time you will have 
received my boxes. I put a small piece of paper with each describing the 
position in which it was buried, but I will add a few details in answer to your 
queries. I got the skeleton from sandhills which have been former I imagine by 
the encroachment of sand on a former plain 
 
Pg 2 
near the sea.  I can perhaps best explain myself by a small diagram. 
 

 
Diagram drawn by Meinertzhagen, showing general location of burials 

 
 
I take it that the plain of which a portion still remains, formally extended much 
nearer to the sea – that the sand has encroached upon it – in places covering 
it up, and in other places scooping it out.  I base my belief on these facts; 
where the plain has been scooped out I find moa bones, fragments 
 
Pg 3 
of moa eggshell, implements both polished and chipped, and estuary shells, 
whence obtained I know not, as the nearest locality I know of is at least fifteen 
miles distance.  They are in such numbers that they must have served as 
food, as must also the moa eggs, many fragments of which are [discoloured?] 
by fire.  The place from which I got the skeletons is however on the last of the 
sandhills which must have been formed after the plain had 
 
Pg 4 
been overwhelmed by sand, and must therefore be referred to a more recent 
date.  They came from sand which was above the level of what I consider was 
once a plain, which is I think conclusive that they did not belong to the same 
age as the remains which have, as it were, dropped out of that former plain.  I 
found nothing with the skeletons with one exception.  With that one I found a 
large [mesodesma?] shell which had evidently been used to 
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Pg 5 
hold red ochre – the colour still remaining in the shell - and fragments of the 
[conventional?] maori “Tiki”, carved on a piece of whalebone.  The maoris 
here have no tradition of burials in that neighbourhood. – In the places where 
the surface soil of the original plain [protrudes?] as it were, from the sandhills, 
there are places where the sand is glued together by [what? Whall?] I long 
ago recognised must be the remains of large 
 
Pg 6  (10) 
animals of some kind.  This was [borne?] out by my finding in one instance the 
image, as I must call it, of a moa’s pelvis in the [agglomented?] mass of sand.  
The least touch suffices to crumble this [defosin?] to dust, but I am not 
exaggerating when I say that acres are covered by it, representing either the 
destruction of enormous quantities, as the natural death of large numbers of 
the birds. 
 
Pg 7  
I have collected a few bones, which in almost every case are those which 
would have lain away from the carcase, and consequently not been 
incorporated in the peculiar white mass which I have frequently noticed both 
human and moa remains to produce in a [sandy?] place.  I will try, when I next 
go to Canterbury, to bring with me those moa bones which I think worthy of 
consideration.  Some of the bones seem to 
 
Pg 8 
me, as far as my limited means of reference go, to be referable only to 
[Cueuisolous?].  I have one metatarsal however which is larger than the one 
you sent me of [Domaximus?] I think I can get you one more [perfect?] human 
skeleton but, as my wife is the discoverer, I will not guarantee it till I see 
myself, though almost all the others were discovered by her. 
 
Hoping to see you before [leaving?], I remain, 
Yours sincerely 
F.H. Meinertzhagen. 
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Pg 1          (11) 
23 Feb 1878 
Napier 
Introducing “Te Maangi” 
 
My dear Dr Haast 
I have ventured to give this letter to a Maori chief who is visiting Canterbury, 
thinking that as he is a man well acquainted with the old traditions of his race, 
he might be of use to you.  I should be obliged if you would show him your 
wonders. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
F.H. Meinertzhagen. 
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Pg 1          (12) 
17 Nov 1879 
Waimārama, Hawke’s Bay 
 
My dear Dr Haast 
 
I have packed up, and will send to you by first opportunity, a maori skeleton, 
and a number of land and fresh water shells from this neighbourhood. – The 
skeleton is perfect excepting the lower jaw and one patella.  It is that of a 
young person.  I regret I have not more to send you, but there are 200 maoris 
living on my run which is leasehold, and I cannot afford to run counter to their 
prejudices.  You doubtless know how they  
 
Pg 2 
respect the bones of their ancestors. 
- I enclose also several crania of the old Maori dog, which I found with moa 
bones in sandhills, in such a position as to prove that they were 
contemporaneous with the moa. 
- Some bones, both of moa and dog mixed, I have found charred by fire in the 
ovens where they were cooked. – There is nothing new amongst the land-
shells, but thought they might possibly be useful to you for exchanging with 
 
Pg 3 
collectors in your part of the country, and therefore sent them.  I also send a 
little [“awricula”?], which I found on Rangitoto Island, near Auckland.  It is not 
common. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
F.H. Meinertzhagen. 
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Appendix IV: Information on Meinertzhagen in Taonga 
Māori in the British Museum 
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Appendix V:  

Accession Records for Meinertzhagen Collection at the British Museum, London 
 

 

 

 

Presented in 1870 by Frederick Huth Meinertzhagen 
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Appendix VI:  

Accession Records for Meinertzhagen Collection at the British Museum, London 
 
 

Donated in 1895 by Gertrude Meinertzhagen (Collected by F H Meinertzhagen) 
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