
 

Document ID: 532738 Author:  

Maureen Gillies 

© Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa  1 of 11 

 

Programme title: Arrivals Waewae Tapu – Journeys from Afar 

Years 1–8 

Theme Key questions  Key competencies 

The journeys of people to Aotearoa New 

Zealand since the arrival of Māori have helped 

shape our unique New Zealand identity. 

• What peoples have migrated to Aotearoa 

New Zealand in the past? 

• Where did these people come from and 

why? 

• What did they bring with them? What skills, 

values, and beliefs did they bring? 

• Why are these people important to 

Aotearoa New Zealand today? 

• Relating to others: Students will interact 

with each other to understand more about 

the people who have come to Aotearoa 

New Zealand since the arrival of Māori. 

They will begin to relate to and understand 

people whose pasts and cultural 

backgrounds are different from their own. 

• Thinking: Students will have opportunities 

to make sense of information about 

settlement in Aotearoa New Zealand. 
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English-medium curriculum Māori-medium curriculum 

Social Sciences 

• L1: Understand how the past is important to people. 

• L2: Understand how time and change affect people’s lives. 

• L3: Understand how people remember and record the past in 

different ways. 

• L4: Understand that events have causes and effects. 

 Tikanga-ā-Iwi 

Te Wāhi me te Taiao 

• 1.1: Ka whakamārama i ngā āhuatanga tūturu me ngā āhuatanga 

ahurea o tētahi wāhi. 

• 2.1: Ka whakaahua i te whakaawenga o ngā mahi a te tangata i te 

wāhi me te taiao, me te whakaawenga o te wāhi me te taiao i ngā 

mahi a te tangata. 

Te Ao Hurihuri 

• 1.1: Ka whakaahua i ngā kaupapa me ngā tūāhua whakahirahira o 

tōna ao. 

• 4.1: Ka tautohu i ngā pūtake me ngā otinga o ngā tūāhua kua 

waihanga i te oranga o te tangata.  

• 4.2: ka whakaahua i ngā huarahi e tuhia ai, e maumaharatia ai ngā 

mahi o mua. 
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•  

 

Learning intentions 

• Give one or two reasons why people left their homes and came to Aotearoa New Zealand in the past. 

• Describe the journey of some settlers to Aotearoa New Zealand. 

• Find at least one object that settlers brought with them to Aotearoa New Zealand. Think about one uniquely New Zealand object you might 

take with you if you were to leave Aotearoa New Zealand. 

 

Programme description 

In this programme, students explore the journeys of people to Aotearoa New Zealand since the arrival of Māori. They investigate what led people 

to leave their homes and travel great distances to get here, before role-playing one of the journeys of early settlers. They search for treasures 

brought to Aotearoa New Zealand by different migrant communities, and finally consider what they would take with them if they had to leave their 

homes. 
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Possible pre-visit activities 

• Create a class profile of a ‘typical’ New Zealander. Trace the outline of one of your classmates on a large piece of paper. As a class, write 

words in and around your person that describe what a typical New Zealander would look or be like. Think about culture, attributes, and skills in 

describing your New Zealander. Display the image in your classroom or school. You will be able to refine this profile after your Te Papa visit. 

• As a class, share and discuss the questions you have about how people would have travelled long distances to Aotearoa New Zealand, and 

what their journeys might have been like. Display these questions on the wall in your classroom, and use them to guide your learning.  

• Write a journal entry or story of an imaginary traveller to Aotearoa New Zealand some time in the past. What do you think a typical day in their 

journey would have been like? Would they have travelled by ship or by some other means? Add information to your journal entry or story after 

your Te Papa visit. 
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Possible self-guided activities around Te Papa 

Level 2 

OurSpace 

Years 1–8  

Using The Map in OurSpace, discuss where your classmates have come from. How many have made their way here from somewhere else in 

Aotearoa New Zealand or the world? 

Years 4–8 

Use The Wall to search for images of some of the countries and cultures that make up your class. You could also bring in your own photos of the 

different cultures that make up your school or community, and put them up on The Wall for other Te Papa visitors to learn from and enjoy. 

Level 3 

Blood, Earth, Fire | Whāngai Whenua Ahi Kā  

Years 4–8 

What was the impact on and, and other living things? Collect information from the exhibition Blood, Earth, Fire. You might want to sketch or write 

ideas on this sheet from the International Reading Association: http://bit.ly/graphic_organiser  

Level 4 
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Passports 

Years 4–8 

Using a blank world map, move through the exhibition Passports. Mark on the map where settlers to Aotearoa New Zealand came from and/or 

annotate each location with a brief one to two word explanation of why people left their home country, eg, work, poverty, opportunity. 

Tangata o le Moana: The story of Pacific people in New Zealand  

Years 1–8 

Work in groups to find the most interesting or unusual object in this exhibition. Come back together as a class and present your object, explaining 

what makes it so interesting or unusual. 

 

Possible post-visit activities 

• Update your profile of your typical New Zealander with the information you have learnt from your Te Papa visit. 

• Research a culture that you learnt about on your Te Papa visit. Interview someone in your community from that culture. 

• Have a special day at your school to celebrate a particular culture. Eat food, wear clothes, listen to music, or have guest speakers from that 

culture. Make it a regular event and have a special cultural celebration every term. 
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Supporting material 

Online resources 

• Collections Online, Te Papa www.collections.tepapa.govt.nz 

Search for objects and information relating to the people and cultures that have made Aotearoa New Zealand their home. For example, you 

could search under ‘Taonga Māori Collection’, ‘Pacific Cultures Collection’, and ‘Passports exhibition’. 

• The Mixing Room, Te Papa sites.tepapa.govt.nz/refugeesblog 

Find objects and information relating to the exhibition The Mixing Room: Stories from young refugees in New Zealand. 

• Tales from Te Papa www.talesresource.tepapa.govt.nz  

− Go to ‘Social Sciences > Identity, Culture, and Organisation’ to watch short videos about cultural objects in Te Papa’s collection. Print the 

‘Connections and Conclusions’ sheet to use with your students as you watch. 

www.talesresource.tepapa.govt.nz/teachingResources/connectionsAndConclusions.pdf 

− Search for episode 33, ‘Te Tākinga Pātaka’, to learn more about the storehouse in Te Papa’s Mana Whenua exhibition. 

− Watch episode 38, ‘Tapa Cloth’, to discover more about the Pacific practice of making tapa (bark cloth). 

− Watch episode 45, ‘Tātua’, to find out about Māori belts, and think about the differences in materials used here and elsewhere in the 

Pacific. 


