
 

 

Programme title: Explore Te Papa’s Wharenui 

ECE – Y2 (3–7 years) 

Theme Key questions  Learning Dispositions Key competencies 

Wharenui (meeting houses) are a 

vital to connecting Māori with their 

past, present, and future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 What is a wharenui? 

 How is it used? 

 What are some of the 

tikanga (customs and 

traditions) of wharenui? 

 How and why do we build 

connections with places? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Courage and Curiosity 

 Trust and Playfulness 

 Confidence 

 Responsibility  

 

 Thinking 

 Using language, symbols, and texts 

 Relating to others 

 Participating and contributing 



 

 

Te Whāriki The New Zealand Curriculum 

Children develop: 

Belonging – Mana Whenua 

G1: an awareness of connections between events and experiences within and 

beyond the early childhood setting 

     – an understanding of the links between the early childhood education 

setting and the known and familiar world 

     – interest and pleasure in discovering an unfamiliar wider world 

Contribution – Mana Tangata 

G1: positive judgements on their own ethnic group and other ethnic groups 

Communication – Mana Reo 

G2: an appreciation of te reo as a living and relevant language 

G4: an increasing familiarity with a selection of the art, craft, songs, music, and 

stories which are valued by the cultures in the community. 

 

 

Social Sciences 

L1: Understand how the cultures of people in New Zealand are expressed in 

their daily lives. 

L1: Understand how places in New Zealand are significant for individuals and 

groups. 

L2: Understand how cultural practices reflect and express people’s customs, 

traditions and values. 

L2: Understand how the status of Māori as tangata whenua is significant for 

communities in New Zealand. 

 

 

 



 

 

Learning intentions 

 To develop an understanding of the role and purpose of a wharenui in a marae. 

 To develop an understanding about the tikanga that is observed when visiting a wharenui.  

 To appreciate that whakairo (carving), kōwhaiwhai (painted pattern work), and tukutuku (latticework) have meaning. 

 To find a connection to their whānau (family) and/or themselves in Te Papa’s wharenui, Te Hono ki Hawaiki. 

 

Programme description 

In this interactive programme, young learners will visit the traditional wharenui, Te Hau ki Tūranga, and Te Papa’s wharenui, Te Hono ki Hawaiki. They will 

discover more about the physical structure of wharenui, and the stories and lessons held within their walls. The way wharenui make and maintain connections 

to whānau will be emphasised. 

Handling objects, storytelling, kōrero (discussion), active movement, and waiata (song) will all feature in this programme. 

 

 

Pre-visit activities 

 Write and practise saying a class pepeha (cultural introduction). A pepeha connects you to significant people, as well as significant places/landmarks in 

your area. A very simple format could be as follows: 

o Ko ______te maunga (Our mountain is ______ ) 



 

 

o Ko ______ te awa  (Our river is _____ ) 

o Ko _______te kura (Our centre/school is ________ ) 

o Ko________ te akomanga (My class/group is _______ ) 

o Ko _________taku kaiako (Our teacher is ________ ) 

o Ko ______ ahau (I am _____ ) 

 Record an individual pepeha pictorially: bit.ly/1j2rrRW. You could draw, paint, make a collage using cut-outs and photographs, or even use digital 

software like KidsPix.  

 Identify some of your important places – why are they special to you? 

 Construct houses out of Lego. Kōrero (talk) about what features you think make a building into ‘house’? 

 A wharenui is just one part of the marae complex. Other buildings can include a wharekai (dining hall), a wharekarakia (church), and a wharehoroi 

(ablution block). Explore your neighbourhood. How many different types of houses can you find? Who uses these buildings? What are they used for?  

 Read a selection of Māori legends. Create 3D representations of key figures. 

 Learn a new waiata for your visit to Te Papa: http://bit.ly/1nus1sg. The song ‘Haere Mai’ from Kiwi Kidsongs 13 might also be a good option: 

http://bit.ly/1eQAVBf [tune] and http://bit.ly/LV6WLF [lyrics]. 

 

http://bit.ly/1j2rrRW
http://bit.ly/1nus1sg
http://bit.ly/1eQAVBf
http://bit.ly/LV6WLF


 

 

Self-guided activities around Te Papa 

Here are some ideas you can explore after your education programme: 

Museum-wide 

 Koru (scroll) shapes are used a lot in the kōwhaiwhai patterns that decorate wharenui, especially traditional ones like Te Hau ki Tūranga. Wharenui are 
not the only places we see them though! Go on a koru hunt around the museum and see how many you can find.  

Level 4 

 Look closely at some of the other houses displayed at Te Papa: Te Tākinga pātaka (traditional food storehouse) and the reconstructed 16th century 
Mākōtukutuku wharepuni (sleeping house) in Mana Whenua, and the partial fale (Samoan house) in PlaNet Pasifika Discovery Centre.  

 How are they the same or different to the wharenui you have seen? 

 Visit the stained glass door in Rongomaraeroa, Te Papa’s marae. Share the story of Ranginui (Sky Father) and Papatūānuku (Earth Mother) that it 
depicts: bit.ly/1kANUG.  

 Can you see their tight embrace within the patterns?  

 When this door is opened, usually during a powhiri (welcoming ceremony), it enacts their separation. Lie on your back in front of this door and 
imagine pushing  Rangi and Papa apart using your legs like Tāne Māhuta.  Encourage each other (and yourself) by chanting these words: Kia kaha! (Be 
strong!), Hikitia! (Lift it up!). 

 Spend time at Te Hono ki Hawaiki. See if you can relate more of the carvings to the Māori legends and myths that are told in your centre or school. 
Create your own shared stories around carvings, figures, patterns, or colours you see. 

 Pāua shells are often used as eyes in carvings of the ancestors. Count how many pairs of eyes (and therefore how many ancestors) you can see on the 
outside and inside of Te Hau ki Tūranga. 

 Use the interactive next to our pātaka to reinforce the parts of the wharenui and what they represent: eg, the maihi (arms), the amo (legs), koruru 
(head). 

 Wharenui usually belong to and represent a specific iwi (tribe) or hapū (sub-tribe). Explore one such group, Ngāti Toa, by visiting the Whiti Te Rā! The 
story of Ngāti Toa Rangatira exhibition. 

  Use the resources in Te Huka ā Tai Discovery Centre to practice weaving tukutuku (ornamental panels), or to engage in socio-dramatic play. 

 Perform your new waiata or a haka inside Te Hono ki Hawaiki. 

 Discover the panel in Te Hono ki Hawaiki that represents your iwi. See what other objects you can find in Mana Whenua that come from your tribe. 

http://bit.ly/1kANUG


 

 

 

Post-visit activities 

 Create your own kōwhaiwhai patterns and/or tukutuku panels to communicate the kaupapa (ideas or principles) of your group (eg, ‘always try your 

best’ or ‘caring for others’). Decorate your classroom with them so you can be reminded of these daily. 

 Represent your whānau using koru shapes: bit.ly/Mb6ZDR 

 Revisit the idea of whakapapa by looking at pā harakeke (flax bushes).  At the centre is the rito (centre blade), which symbolises the baby. The leaves 

surrounding it symbolise its mātua (parents), and the next layer symbolises the tūpuna (grandparents).  

 Build your own wharenui for your mat area using box construction. 

 Do some carving using your woodwork table/area – bit.ly/1ffVWQD – or carve into blocks of clay. 

 

 

 

Supporting material 

Online resources: 

      Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa website: Te Papa’s Marae – Rongomaraeroa – Self Guiding Resource: bit.ly/1esZL3O  

Auckland Museum Kōwhaiwhai Tuturu Māori Teacher Resource: bit.ly/1bNKWcm 

Auckland Museum Tukutuku Tuturu Māori Teacher Resource: bit.ly/leVep8R  

Auckland Museum Whakairo Tuturu Māori Teacher Resource: bit.ly/1cxshlh  

http://bit.ly/Mb6ZDR
http://bit.ly/1ffVWQD
http://bit.ly/1esZL3O
http://bit.ly/1bNKWcm
http://bit.ly/leVep8R
http://bit.ly/1cxshlh


 

 

City Gallery Wharenui – Kaupapa Māori Education Resource: bit.ly/1et2dHJ  

Te Papa Collections online: keyword wharenui: bit.ly/1k3RFHn  

Print resources: 

TKI Resources and References website (see Stories): bit.ly/1cxuihf  

Audio-visual resources: 

Māori Television Whare Māori series: Wharenui (episode 2): bit.ly/NDNS6b  

Tales from Te Papa series: Ancient Island Carvings: bit.ly/1kDfEgx  

  

 

http://bit.ly/1et2dHJ
http://bit.ly/1k3RFHn
http://bit.ly/1cxuihf
http://bit.ly/NDNS6b
http://bit.ly/1kDfEgx

