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Programme title: Te Papa Explorer 

Years 1–8 

Theme Key questions  Key competencies 

 Te Papa holds the treasures of the people, 

culture and places within Aotearoa New 

Zealand. Find out about these treasures and 

make your own connections to Te Papa. 

 How are we connected to the stories, 

people, places represented in Te Papa?  

 How can we identify connections to each 

other and Te Papa?  

 

 Participating and contributing 

 Relating to others 

 

English-medium curriculum Māori-medium curriculum 

This programme is tailor-made to suit the learning needs of each group. 

Links to the curriculum vary but may include: 

 The Arts 

 Social Sciences 

 Science 

This programme is tailor-made to suit the learning needs of each group. 

Links to the curriculum vary but may include: 

 Ngā Toi 

 Tikanga ā-Iwi 

 Pūtaiao 
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 Technology 

 Te Reo Māori. 

 

 Hangarau 

 Te Reo Māori. 

 

Learning intentions 

  Describe how you are connected to Aotearoa’s people, culture, or places.  

 Describe an object or an experience that has made you feel more connected to Te Papa 

 

Programme description 

The programme takes place in three or four exhibition spaces around Te Papa, which are agreed before the visit. In each space, students are 

introduced to the content and themes of the exhibition, and carry out interactive challenges. These activities provide an opportunity for students to 

increase their knowledge about objects and concepts in the exhibition. Students are also prompted to think about how they are connected to 

people, culture, and places here in Aotearoa. 

 



 

Document ID: 532738 Author: Frith Williams 

© Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa  3 of 6 

 

Possible pre-visit activities 

 Explore Te Papa’s Collections Online. Find an object that relates to you or your family in some way. www.collections.tepapa.govt.nz e.g. an 

artwork of where you live, clothing your grandparents may have worn or tools that someone in your family may have used. 

 Create your family tree using photographs.  

 Watch a Tales from Te Papa episode online,   http://talesresource.tepapa.govt.nz you can use the search function to find relevant episodes for 

your trip.  

 Prepare a newspaper report about your favourite object from Te Papa’s collections. www.collections.tepapa.govt.nz 

 Explore Te Papa’s website to discover 3 fascinating facts about Te Papa’s history.  

 

http://www.collections.tepapa.govt.nz/
http://talesresource.tepapa.govt.nz/
http://www.collections.tepapa.govt.nz/
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Possible self-guided activities around Te Papa 

Level 1 

Bush City – natural outdoor environment Observe the many different children of Tāne Mahuta (god of the forest). Find the rākau (tree) that you 

think best represents Tāne Mahuta. Why did you choose this particular rākau?  

Level 2 

Awesome Forces. Can you find Rūaumoko (god of earthquakes), the youngest child of Rangi and Papa? How is he connected to Awesome 

Forces? Watch the short film to hear the Māori creation story. 

Mountains to Sea. Tāne Mahuta is the god of the forest. His children are all the plants and animals that live there. Tangaroa is the god of the 

ocean. All the plants and animals that live in the sea are his children. In this exhibition, can you find some native species that live near to your 

home town? 

Level 3 

Blood Earth Fire. Use the touch screens to find three species introduced to Aotearoa. 
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Level 4 

Tangata o le Moana – The Story of Pacific People in NZ. Watch the film ’Journey to a new land’. What materials did the people of the Pacific use 

to build seaworthy vaka (canoes)? Why and how would the materials be different if the vaka were built in Aotearoa? 

 

 

Possible post-visit activities 

 Explore Collections Online to find an object that you saw on your trip to Te Papa and one that relates to your hometown. 

www.collections.tepapa.govt.nz 

 How old is your school? Create a whakapapa (genealogy) for your school by counting how many principals it has had since it was founded 

and who they were. 

 Create a poupou (carved or decorated wall post) that represents your family heritage. Think about how cultures are represented on the back 

wall of Te Papa’s wharenui (meeting house), Te Hono ki Hawaiki. 

 Watch a Tales from Te Papa episode online. In what ways have history and genealogy been preserved? E.g. photo albums, books and 

carvings www.tepapa.govt.nz/talesfromtepapa 

 

http://www.collections.tepapa.govt.nz/
http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/talesfromtepapa
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Supporting material 

Online resources 

 www.tepapa.govt.nz  

 www.teara.govt.nz 

Te Ara, the Encyclopedia of New Zealand, has interesting information on Māori myths and legends. 

 www.nzetc.org 

The New Zealand Electronic Text Centre has a range of online material about Māori myths and legends. 

 www.digitaldialects.com/Maori.htm 

Strengthen the use of te reo Māori in your classroom with these online games. 

 www.koreromaori.co.nz 

Kōrero Māori is a website with language-learning resources for a range of levels. Online resources 

 

 

  

http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/
http://www.teara.govt.nz/
http://www.nzetc.org/
http://www.koreromaori.co.nz/

