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Introduction

The Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa (Te Papa) has been involved in
the repatriation of koiwi/koimi tangata and Toi moko since the early 1980s. The
involvement in repatriation began through the work of Sir Maui Pomare, and was

supported by the Department of Internal Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In May 1999 a meeting held between representatives of Maori, Government agencies
and Te Papa considered issues relating to repatriation. This meeting gave
overwhelming support for Te Papa’s continued involvement in this important work.

In May 2003 Te Papa established the Karanga Aotearoa Repatriation Programme.
This formalised Te Papa’s repatriation work, and in turn became recognised and
mandated as the official repatriation programme supported by the New Zealand
Government.

Te Papa’s work, as mandated, is governed by these five overarching principles:

e The government’s role is one of facilitation — it does not claim ownership of

koiwi/koimi tangata;

e Repatriation from overseas institutions and individuals is by mutual

agreement only;

e No payment for kdiwi/koimi tangata will be made to overseas institutions;

e Koiwi/koimi tangata must be identified as originating from New Zealand and

the Chatham Islands; and

e Maori and Moriori are to be involved in the repatriation of kdiwi/koimi tangata,

including determining final resting places, where possible.

The Purpose of this report is to out line the history of the kdiwi tangata currently held

in Te Papa’s Wahi Tapu with provenance to Taupd nui a Tia . It is hoped that this
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report, together with iwi/hapi discussions, will assist in returning these koiwi tangata

to their final resting place.

International Repatriations

Since 2003, Te Papa has repatriated 206 kdiwi tangata, koimi tangata and Toi moko
from approximately 50 institutions in countries including the: United Kingdom, United
States of America, Netherlands, Argentina, Australia, Canada, Germany, Sweden,
Norway and France. Te Papa currently holds 124 Toi moko and approximately 500
koiwi tangata. However, a number of these were repatriated by the former National
Museum prior to 1998, and many also came from the collections held by the Colonial

and Dominion Museums.

Domestic Repatriations

After the koiwi/koimi tangata are returned from overseas, they undergo a period of

investigation and research to collect information pertaining to their provenance.

Where provenance is achieved, discussions and negotiations are undertaken to

repatriate the koiwi tangata back to their place of origin or initial point of collection.

A general definition of provenance is the ‘point of collection’ or ‘origin’. The primary
purpose of determining the provenance of koiwi tangata, therefore, is to confirm the
original collection point (for example, the burial site). Information regarding the
collector of the koiwi tangata is also researched, where possible, to assist in
confirming provenance. The Karanga Aotearoa Repatriation Programme uses a
wide range of primary and secondary sources to research the provenance for koiwi

tangata.

Koiwi tangata have been removed from their place of origin by collectors, or other
mechanisms including natural disturbances (such as earthquakes or flooding), trade,
and theft. There are also other contexts in which koiwi tangata can be removed from
their resting places, such as archaeological excavations and commercial
developments. Researching the provenance of koiwi tangata completely is very

important.
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With most domestic repatriations, discussions occur with an iwi and its related hapda.
However, in situations where more than one iwi have an interest in a location or rohe,

Te Papa holds discussions with all relevant groups.

Since the early beginnings of the repatriation work undertaken by the National
Museum, approximately 82 koiwi tangata have been successfully domestically
repatriated to their region of origin and its related iwi, including Te Tairawhiti, Ngati
Kurt, Whanganui, Rangitane o Wairau, Muadpoko, Ngai Tahu, Ngati Maniapoto,
Ngati Apa ki Rangitikei, Tauranga Moana iwi, Ngati Whakaue, and the iwi of

Waikaremoana and Waiuku.

Koiwi Tangata Information

Te Papa records ancestral remains with a koiwi tangata (KT) number. This
numbering system is not an accession record; kdiwi tangata and Toi moko are held
and cared for by Te Papa but are not accessioned into the collection. Instead, koiwi
tangata (KT) numbers are used to assist in the collation of information regarding
particular kdiwi and these numbers help us to identify and track their place in Te
Papa. You may also note other numbers related to the koiwi tangata, PAn (which are
the museums old Ethnology Register Pacific Anthropology numbers), DM (which are
the old Dominion Museum accession numbers), and old accession numbers (i.e.
1968/101). These numbers if present have been included and the PAN cards
scanned and added to the Appendix of this report. All numbers have provided

information relating to the koiwi tangata.

The amount of information available for each set of kdiwi tangata also varies greatly.
Detailed records have been kept for some koiwi tangata, while for others there is very
little information at all and research has not revealed anything further. In instances
where we do not have much available information, or avenues for further research,
we have to rely on the accuracy of the details provided with the koiwi tangata when

they arrive at Te Papa. However every effort is made to validate all information.
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Koiwi Tangata Summary

The provenance information currently associated with most of these koiwi tangata is
very limited. We have five KT numbers (note: some represent more that one
individual) with geographic provenance to whenua surrounding Te Moana o Taupd
nui a Tia.

For all of these KT registered numbers we have information about the general
location of where they were found (see Table 1 and Figure 1). However, none have

a specific iwi or genealogical provenance.

Table 1: Provenance of koiwi tangata held at Te Papa

Koiwi Tangata Location

KT 116 Parawhaiti Cliffs, Oruanui
KT 129 Motutaiko Island

KT 226 Jerusalem bay

KT 234 Kawakawa bay

KT 312 Kuratau

Amber Aranui Page 7 26/04/2012



Koiwi Tangata Report:
Koiwi tangata provenanced to te rohe o Te Moana o Taupd nui a Tia

KT 116
IR
KT 234 Cruant
[ 4
g‘ kara‘lor'fz
. Bilnhdal
* fogein}
S bt Lo £t
War hora By Ba ah;
Bry 2,
F}:: hgarae Wbafmifo ’ ‘ Na-?/aa
waihaha - Bay
By Wharewan.s

OMof'qwhara 1%

Kavaripahaoe
: cl}f%s F

Horomotang
# Reef

L AKE Motutaike 4

hib1 7

TAUPO <

Halletts
KT 312 Kuyala:

Maluteve Pon
MiGs jon

“Tokaarue

Turdnq} 2

ol

LAV ]
AN GALaAY

.
/] Mo'f'uopﬁhrm{
Lake

Rots Arva

%

Figure 1: Map showing the approximate location where koiwi were found.
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Oruanui — KT116

Description of Skeletal Remains

This koiwi tangata consists of a skull with mandible, 4 vertebrae from the neck, with
the presence of skin, ligaments and tendons still attached. The teeth are very worn;
most appear to have been lost after death. It is thought to be male and not very old at

the time of death.

Provenance Information

This koiwi was collected from a cave at Parawhaiti Cliffs near Oruanui by F. J.
Hayman and presented to Te Papa by Mr A. Cashaman from the Internal Affairs

Department, Tokaanu in 1918.

A note (Figure 2) regarding the skull says,” from a cave in Parawhiti Cliffs 2 miles
from Oruanui on the Mokai Road, Taupo”.

Research was unable to locate Mokai Road, however it is likely to be what this is now
Forest Road which runs from Oruanui to Mokai, through Kinleith Forest (Figure 3).
The PAnN record card (Figure 4) also notes previous reference numbers for this koiwi
tangata as ME3733 and DM392. The original ME (Maori Ethonolgy) record can be

seen in Appendix Il.

Figure 2: Note regarding KT116
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Figure 4: PAn 116 (KT116) Record Card
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Archaeological Information
There are three significant recorded archaeological sites (Figure 5) which may relate
to this tupuna collected near Oruanui. See Appendix VI for all NZAA Site Record

Forms.

U17/18: Settlement/Urupa, Otuhounga Pa
This site is located on the crest of a small hill in a reserve off Mokai Road. The site
consists of surface evidence including an iron pot and grindstone fragments; and 2 &

3 metre depressions.

According to the NZAA Site Record Form:
“An important site that was abandoned c. 1850s the people moving to
Jerusalem Bay at Taupo and Whakarewarewa at Rotorua. The few remaining
formed the nucleus of the more recent settlement ‘pa’ at Oruanui. The pa

retained its use for urupas of those who saw ancestral and birth links with it.”

U17/19: Pit/Terrace
This site is located on the north side of Forest Road (formally Mokai Road) in an area

at the time of recording in an area of pine trees.

U17/20: Rock Art/Grinding Stone
This site is located on the south side of Forest Road (formally Mokai Road) and
consists of an exposure of rock near the top of a gully that can be seen from the

road. The grinding stone is a solitary white stone marked with adze marks.

According to the information on the note this tupuna was found in a cave 2 miles from
Oruanui suggests that these three sites are in some way associated with the tupuna.
Unfortunately the precise location of Parawhaiti Cliffs was not found by the author
(Amber Aranui), but local iwi have indicated that they know the where this location is

situated.
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Jerusalem Bay — KT226

Description of Skeletal Remains

This koiwi tangata consists of a mandible (broke into three pieces with 1 molar, 4
premolars, 1 canine and 2 incisors), maxilla (2 molars, 1 canine and 1 premolar, as
well as the zygomatic arch) and an arm bone (radius that has been deformed at the
elbow, due to previous fracture or dislocation. According to the original accession

record (Appendix VI) identifies this koiwi tangata as being an ‘adult female Maori’

Provenance Information

This koiwi tangata was collected from Jerusalem Bay on the north western side of
Lake Taupo (Figure 6) by Mr N Lee in August 1968.

The researcher (Amber Aranui) contacted Mrs Lee and asked her if she had any
further information on the location of the tupuna. She informed the researcher that
the location was at the northern end of Jerusalem Bay where her family had camped
for many years. The land in question was owned by her mother and is still in the
family (possibly 1012 Acacia Bay Road). She recalled that her husband was levelling
the ground when he uncovered the remains just below that surface, approximately
200ft from the shore.

The PAn record card (Figure 7) also notes that original accession number for this

koiwi tangata was 1968/101. The original accession record can be seen in Appendix
[l
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Figure 7: PAn 250 (KT 226) Record Card
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Archaeological Information

The are around Jerusalem Bay has seven recorded archaeological sites assocated
with this location (Figure 8) and therefore may also be associated with this tupuna.
See Appendix VI for all Site record Forms.

U18/3: Ponui Pa

This site is located on the north side of Te Kumi Bay and situated abouve the cliff
face. Trenches and scarps are still visable today. It is also thought that there are 1 or
2 caves below that pa in the cliff face itself.

U18/5: Pa

This site is located at the outh end of Acacia Bay along the cliff line next to the road.
U18/24: Pits/Landing — Hapu-a-Wai

This site is located at the sothern end on Jerusalem Bay and is part of the land block
C6BLK V Tauhara S.D. the site consists of pits fortified areas and terracing and a
landing on the shore.

A salvage excavation was carried out in December 1990 by Nevile Ritchie, Regional
Archaeologist, Department of Conservation, on a portion os this site due to the
upgrade of the Acacia Bay Road

U18/10: Pits/Ovens

This site is located on the west side if Acacia Bay Road at the northern part of
Jerusalem Bay near Omanu Point, and consists of a series of pits and ovens.

U18/14: Pa

This site is located on Omanu Point and is described as a headland pa extending out
in to two bays (Parawera & Jerusalem).

U18/26: Stone Row

This site is located on the west side of Acacia Bay in land of Jerusalem Bay in a
small grove of trees.

U28/28: Landing/Pit/General Prehistoric Habitiation Site

This site is located on Te Ruatakuahi point near U18/5, and is possible associated
with Ponui Pa (U18/3)
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Figure 8: Map of Jerusalem Bay showing recorded archaeological sites
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