Draw the outline of one of the waka huia. Inside it,
draw the taonga you chose.

At the back of the wharenui, can you find a carving
that represents you and your whänau?

TAONGA TUKU IHO
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ACTIVITY KEY
Draw the carving.
Waka huia are used for storing precious things.
Which taonga from Mana Whenua would you keep
in your own waka huia?

Te Papa’s contemporary and colourful wharenui on
Te Marae is called Te Hono ki Hawaiki. It is like no
other in the world. Most wharenui represent one iwi,
but this one was built to represent the many cultures
that have made Aotearoa home.

There are two waka huia near the entrance to
Te Marae. Look closely at them.
waka huia (treasure box)

EVERLASTING TREASURE

nd

5

ie

PUPURI TAONGA

Dis

What am I?

I am mostly brown
with a little black.
I have fine whakairo
from front to back.
I am like a cocoon
adorned with feathers.
Inside I hold things
precious and treasured.
Can you find it near the entrance to
Te Marae? Use this riddle to guide you.
The entire museum is considered a treasure house,
but there is one special taonga in Mana Whenua
that has the role of keeping other taonga safe.
taonga (treasure)
whakairo (carvings)

STORING THE TREASURES

iwi (tribe)
whänau (family)

THE CONNECTION TO OUR HOMELAND

TE HONO KI HAWAIKI

Mana Whenua is like a library,
but without a single book
in sight. Can you discover the
hidden stories?

ACTIVITY TRAIL

Mana Whenua
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FOLD

NGA WAKA

TE HAU KI TURANGA

1

THE CANOES

THE SPIRIT OF TURANGA

waka hourua (sea-voyaging canoe)
waka taua (war canoe)

TE HAU KI TURANGA
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THE SPIRIT OF TURANGA

Waka taua

HE MAPIHI POUNAMU

3

pounamu (greenstone)

Wharenui connect tïpuna to the present generation.
The builder of Te Hau ki Turanga, Raharuhi, is also
part of the wharenui. To see him, walk in the küwaha
and turn to your left.

Many different parts make up a marae (meeting
place). The main building is called the wharenui.
The wharenui Te Hau ki Turanga was built by
Raharuhi Rukupö in memory of his older brother,
Tämati Waka Mängere.

4

PRECIOUS GREENSTONE

küwaha (door)
tipuna (ancestor), tïpuna (ancestors)

wharenui (meeting house)
tuakana (an older sibling of the same gender)

There are two waka in Mana Whenua. One is a waka
hourua, Te Aurere Iti, and was used for long sea
voyages. The other, Teremoe (beside the cafe), is a
waka taua and was used for carrying war parties.
What are some differences between them?
Waka hourua

Do you have tïpuna who you would want
to remember?

Stand in front of the wharenui. Can you find
the spot Raharuhi reserved for his tuakana,
Tämati? (Hint: Look up.) Draw an arrow to show
where you found him.

For Mäori, pounamu is the most precious stone,
valued for its beauty and many uses.
Go to your right from Te Hau ki Turanga. Draw
examples below of the different ways that Mäori
use pounanu.
Tool

Adornment

Weapon

Draw them below.

Why do you think
Raharuhi wanted
Tämati to be part of
this wharenui?

meeting house
sea-voyaging canoe
door
ancestor
canoe
war canoe
treasure box
treasure
older sibling of the same gender
ancestors
carving
family
tribe
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Well done!
Fold A3 sheet into booklet

waka
waka hourua
waka taua
tipuna
küwaha
wharenui
tuakana
taonga
waka huia
iwi
whänau
tïpuna
whakairo

Look at all the new words you have discovered.
Match the Mäori words with their English meanings.

NGA KUPU HOU
GLOSSARY

Choose your favourite person and draw them in the space provided.

Some say Hina is Mäui’s sister. Can you find her?
She is holding a dog in her arms.

How many brothers does Mäui have by his side?

Can you find Mäui? According to Mäori legend, he fished up the North
Island from the sea and slowed the sun so there would be more time
in the day.

Many stories are depicted in Te Hono ki Hawaiki.

MAUI-TIKITIKI-A-TARANGA
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