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The star cluster known as Matariki rises during 
the cold months of winter, usually between the 
end of May and the beginning of June. Its rising 
signals the beginning of the Mäori New Year.
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Explore Te Papa to find out more about 
Matariki, a very important festival in 
New Zealand.

Mana Whenua  Level 4

A pütätara (shell trumpet) is one instrument used to 
signal the start of Matariki. Press the button to listen 
to the sound it makes.

Listen to more taonga puoro (Mäori musical instruments) 
and draw a picture of your favourite.

Mana Whenua  Level 4

Early Pacific voyagers used constellations like 
Matariki as navigation tools on their journeys around 
the Pacific Ocean. These journeys sometimes lasted 
for many weeks.

How many types of food can you spot on the  
deck of the waka hourua (voyaging canoe)  
Te Aurere Iti ?

Spot the difference! Describe two differences between  
Te Aurere Iti and Teremoe – the waka taua (war canoe) at 
the main entrance to Mana Whenua.
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Tangata o le Moana  Level 4

Early Pacific people voyaged to New Zealand on 
vaka (canoes), using constellations and other natural 
signs to guide them across the vast seas.

Draw one of the patterns you can see on the vaka  
Tauhunu – the canoe at the entrance to the exhibition.

Watch ‘Journey to a new land’ in the theatrette  
outside PlaNet Pasifika. What are some of the  
navigation tools that are mentioned?

Play the game ‘Voyage to Aotearoa’ in the room  
behind the vaka Tauhunu. Which two constellations  
were important in helping sea voyagers find Aotearoa? 

Mountains to Sea  Level 2

Let’s look for kai (food) in the realms of Täne Mahuta  
(god of the forest) and Tangaroa (god of the sea). 

Find these sea creatures that Mäori collect to  
make yummy kai:

a)  This one looks like a spiky ball 
b)  This shellfish has only one shell and hides its beauty  
 on the inside

Do you think these animals would be harvested during 
Matariki? If not, then when? Explain your answer. 

Find an animal with a shell that can be used as an 
instrument

Study the bird display underneath the pygmy blue whale 
skeleton. Which of these birds would make a good meal  
for a human?

6. Amazing journeys

Mana Whenua  Level 4

Explore Mana Whenua to find the small carved 
structure where Mäori stored food for Matariki. 

What is this place called?

Walk to the bottom of the ramp in front of this structure and 
stand by the whata (raised platform). What types of food 
were stored on it, ready for preserving?

Mana Whenua  Level 4 

Draw a picture of the pätaka. Use the interactive  
Te Täkinga a Pätaka to help you label your drawing.

5. Taonga puoro (Maori  
musical instruments)

_

Blood Earth Fire  Level 3

The realms of Täne Mahuta and Tangaroa provide  
us with many of the resources we need to survive. 
But these supplies are not endless.

Walk into Blood Earth Fire, turn left, and keep going until 
you see the giant white sheep’s head on the wall with a 
‘sheep-cam’. Look to the right of the sheep-cam to find the 
pou rähui (conservation post). These were used frequently 
around Matariki to mark areas that needed to regenerate.

Where in your neighbourhood would you put pou rähui  
and why?

Keep going right and look for the amazing kahu huruhuru– 
feather cloak. Which species of bird do the feathers  
come from?



8. Putting it all together

Well done !

OurSpace  Level 2

Find Mount Taranaki on The Map and stand on it, 
facing Te Papa Kids’ Store. Turn your head to the right 
until you see a glowing red ‘s’ (from the sign for the 
exhibition Awesome Forces). This is the direction 
from which the Matariki constellation is first visible. 
Which part of New Zealand is the constellation 
closest to?

The OurSpace wall

This marks the end of your Matariki trail. Use The Wall 
to make and share a photo collage about Matariki.
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