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Programme title: Nau mai, haere mai | Pōwhiri experience   

Years 1–8 

Te Aho Matua 

1 Te Ira Tangata 

Ahakoa iti 

He iti mapihi pounamu 

He kākano i ruia mai i Rangiātea 

E kore ia e ngaro 

1.6 He tapu tō te wahine he tapu anō tō te tane. Kia kaua tētahi e       

whakaiti i tētahi. Engari kia whakanui tētahi i tētahi i runga i te 

mōhio mā te mahi ngātahi a te wahine me te tāne e tupu ora ai ngä 

tamariki me te iwi hoki. 

5 Āhuatanga Ako  

Whāia te iti kahurangi  

Ki te tuohu koe  

Me he maunga teitei 

5.5 He mea tāpiri atu ki te whakarongo, ko te titiro, ko te raweke, 

ko te makamaka pātai, ko te whitiwhiti kōrero, ko te āta 

whakaaro, hei whakauru i te mātau me te aroā. 

5.6 Ko ngā kaumātua ngā kaipupuri o ngā tikanga Māori, ko rātou 

hoki ngā pūkōrero. He mea nui tērā kia piri mai rātou ki te 

kura, ki ngā tamariki hoki hei kaiako, hei kaiarahi. 
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Theme Key questions  Key competencies 

The pōwhiri process models whanaungatanga 

(life-long relationships) and creates a forum for 

students to freely represent themselves. 

• What is a pōwhiri? 

• Who can hold a pōwhiri, and where can it 

happen? 

• Why are pōwhiri important to the people of 

Aotearoa New Zealand? 

 

• Participating and contributing 

• Relating to others 
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English-medium curriculum Te Marautanga Māori 

Social Sciences 

Continuity and Change  

• L1–4: Students learn about past events, experiences, and actions 

and the changing ways in which these have been interpreted over 

time. This helps them to understand the past and the present and to 

imagine possible futures. 

Te Reo Māori (from Te Marautanga Māori) 

Oral Language 

• L1: Can convey a message, although language may be simple, and 

pronounces sounds and words correctly. 

Paralinguistics 

• L1: Attends to body language in order to understand, clarify, and 

follow oral instruction. 

Tikanga ā-Iwi 

Te Ao Hurihuri 

• T1–5: I roto i te hōtaka nei ka whakawhanake mōhitanga te ākonga 

ki ngā pānga i waenga i te tangata me ngā tūahua o mua, ngā 

whakapono me ngā whakaawenga i waihangatia ai te porihanga.  

Te Reo Māori 

Ā-waha 

• T1: Ka whai tikanga āna kōrero ahakoa te māmā, ka whakahua tika 

i ngā oro tae atu ki ngā kupu 

Ā-tinana  

• T1: Ka whai whakaaro ki te reo ā-tinana e mārama ai ētahi tohutohu 

ā-waha, ā, ka whakatinana ai. 
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Learning intentions 

• Discuss why a pōwhiri is an effective way of welcoming manuhiri (visitors) and creating whanaungatanga. 

• Explore the nine steps involved in a pōwhiri and, as a class, participate in each step. 

 

Programme description 

In this programme, students have a personal experience of pōwhiri and gain an understanding of when, where, and how this welcoming process 

can be applied. They explore the meaning of pōwhiri by experiencing the nine major steps on Te Papa’s wharenui, Te Hono ki Hawaiki and/or Te 

Hau ki Turanga. Taonga (treasures) on display in the museum further illuminate the origins of the pōwhiri process.  

 

 

Pre-visit activities 

These pre-visit activities will enhance your students’ pōwhiri experience at Te Papa. 
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• Prepare a pepeha to present during the pōwhiri at Te Papa. 

• Ko ________ tōku maunga |  _______ is my mountain 

• Ko ________ tōku awa       |  _______ is my river  

• Ko ________ tōku iwi          |  _______ is my tribe  

• Ko _____ rāua ko _____ ōku mātua | _____ and ____ are my parents  

• Ko _______ tōku ingoa | My name is ______  

• Where are your ancestors from? What language did they speak? 

• Can you say your pepeha in your ancestors’ native language? 

• Prepare and practise a class waiata (song) to support any speakers from your class. 

• Research the following words on Te Ara, Encyclopedia of New Zealand (teara.govt.nz). 

• Wero = challenge 

• Mihi = speech 

• Koha = gift 

• Manuhiri = visitors 

• Tangata whenua = hosts, local people 
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• Find a koha (gift) that you can present during the pōwhiri. 
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Self-guided activities around Te Papa 

Level 2 

Te Ara ā Hine and The Marae. As a class, visit two waharoa (gateways) and identify two figures that feature in each. 

• Why do you think these figures are important to the structures? 

• What materials have been used to create the waharoa? 

• Who would feature in your waharoa at school? Home?  

Level 3 

Blood Earth Fire. Listen to the examples of mihi and waiata in this space. These are two important parts of the pōwhiri that always go together. 

Each occasion has a specific style of mihi and waiata.  

• What is the style of mihi and waiata in this space? 

• What is their purpose? 

• On what other occasions are mihi and waiata used?  

• Can you think of a song for: 

• a birthday? 
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• starting a new school? 

• graduating? 

Level 4 

Mana Whenua. In this exhibition, find key taonga that can be used during a pōwhiri, eg, pūkaea and pūtātara (trumpets), tokotoko (walking stick), 

mere (weapon). Then answer the following questions.  

• What is the taonga made of? 

• How is it used in a pōwhiri? 

• What else is/was it used for? 

 

Post-visit activities 

• Invite another class to your room and hold a pōwhiri to welcome them. You could do this as part of a shared morning tea or lunch. This is a 

great way to experience the role of tangata whenua (hosts, or welcoming party). Choose some students to be key players in the pōwhiri:  

• kaikaranga (caller/s) 

• kaikōrero (speaker/s). 

Practise a waiata to support your kaikōrero. 
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• When you are confident enough as a class, hold a pōwhiri to welcome parents for parent–teacher night or another event of your choice. 

• Research your local marae and set up a visit with the tangata whenua. This will give you a chance to experience being the manuhiri (visitors) 

in a pōwhiri. Consider the tribal traditions that your local marae might have and whether they are likely to be different from the traditions 

demonstrated at Te Papa. Prepare some students to represent your class as: 

• kaikaranga  

• kaikōrero 

Practise a waiata to support your kaikōrero, and prepare a koha to present to the tangata whenua. 
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Supporting material 

Online resources 

• tepapa.govt.nz 

Search the Te Papa website for: 

• Tales from Te Papa Episode 19: Lisa Reihana 

Te Ara ā Hine is a pathway that welcomes visitors to a marae. But at Te Papa, it's also an art space for women.  

• The Marae  

The Marae at Te Papa is a celebration of culture, identity, and sharing. 

• teara.govt.nz 

Use the following search terms on Te Ara, Encyclopedia of New Zealand: 

• The rituals of the marae  

• Tūrangawaewae – a place to stand. (This page looks at the marae as a place of identity.) 

Print resources 

• Harawira, Wena. Te Kawa o te Marae. New Zealand: Raupo Publishing, 2009 

• Pohatu, Warren. The Marae. Aotearoa. New Zealand: Raupo Publishing, 2007 
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• Tauroa, Pat and Hiwi. Te Marae. New Zealand: Reed Publishing, 1986 

 


