
 

 

 

Programme title: Unique New Zealand 

Years 3–8 
 

 

English medium curriculum 

 

 

Māori medium curriculum 

 

Theme 

 

 

Big questions 

 

Key competencies 

 
New Zealand has a lot of 

unique wildlife. Find out 

about some of the amazing 

animals in Aotearoa and 

some things you can do to 

help protect them.  

 

 

• Why does New Zealand have unique 

animals? 

• What are some of these animals? 

• What can I do to help protect our 

unique native wildlife? 

 

• Thinking. Students have the opportunity to think about why New 

Zealand has such unique wildlife, find information about it and learn 

how their actions can impact on it. 

• Relating to others. Students work in groups at times throughout this 

programme. All group members need to work together to answer 

questions. 

 



 

 

Science 

Nature of Science – Understanding about Science 

 

• L1–2: Appreciate that scientists ask questions about our world that 

lead to investigations, and that open-mindedness is important 

because there may be more than one explanation 

• L3–4: Appreciate that science is a way of explaining the world and 

that science knowledge changes over time. 

 

Living World – Ecology 

 

• L1: Understand how living things interact with each other and with the 

non-living environment. 

• L2: Recognise that living things are suited to their particular habitat. 

• L3–4: Explain how living things are suited to their particular habitat 

and how they respond to environmental changes, both natural and 

human-induced. 

  

 

Living World – Evolution 

 

• L2: Explain how we know that some living things from the past are 

Pūtaiao 

The Natural World – The Biological Environment 
 

• L1–2.3: Learn about extinct types of animals that once lived on Earth. 

• L4: Recognise and explain the changes undergone by species 

(especially those of Aotearoa) over long periods of time. 

 

Philosophy and History of Science 
 

• L4.1: Study traditional narratives which seek to explain natural 

phenomena. Compare and contrast narratives from a range of cultural 

origins. Identify the scientific knowledge underlying these narratives, 

and explore their roles in the original cultural context, including 

traditional philosophies, ethics and value systems. 



 

 

now extinct. 

• L3–4  Explore how the groups of living things we have in the world 

have changed over long periods of time, and appreciate that some 

living things in New Zealand are quite different from living things in 

other areas of the world. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Learning intentions 

 

• Describe and be able to recognise some of New Zealand’s unique wildlife. 

• Understand how our actions can impact upon wildlife and explain some activities we can do to help protect our unique wildlife. 



 

 

 

 

Programme description 

 
 
In this programme, students learn about New Zealand’s isolated history and how this has impacted on the wildlife that is found here. Students gather 

information about and learn to identify some of New Zealand’s unique wildlife, by seeing examples in the Mountains to Sea exhibition and by handling 

specimens from Te Papa’s Collection. Finally, in the Blood Earth Fire exhibition, students discover some of the threats facing our wildlife, and actions 

they can do to help protect these animals. 

 



 

 

 

Possible pre-visit activities 

 

Make a mind map 

List all the animals you can think of that can be found in New Zealand. Once you have a good list, divide the animals into native and introduced 

groups. Then divide the native animals under two headings: extinct and alive. 

Older students could be introduced to the terms native (are native to a country or location but also found elsewhere) and endemic (are only found in 

one country or location). 

Ask the big questions 

Come up with ‘big questions’ about the plants and animals of New Zealand. Display these in your classroom.  

These questions can be used to guide your class learning.  

Make a school wildlife record 

Walk around the school grounds and record all the different animals and plants that you can find. Work in a small group. 

Assign a small part of the school grounds, so that the lists can be as detailed as possible. 

Back in the classroom, break your list up into native and introduced species – you may need to use the internet to check some of them.  

The students could be asked to make a graph to show the results.  

Make a home wildlife record 

Do the same activity in your own garden at home. Bring your results to school and compare them with other students’ results and the school wildlife 

record. 



 

 

Construct a fact file 

Choose your favourite New Zealand animal and construct a fact file on that animal. This file needs to contain key information such as common name, 

scientific name, picture (either photo or drawing), habitat (where it lives), endangered status, and three other interesting facts. You can combine all 

your fact files to make a class book. 

 
 

 

Possible self-guided activities around Te Papa  

 

Student activity trails 

 
The following student activity trails can be downloaded and printed, and used to explore New Zealand plants and animals in Bush City, Mountains to 

Sea, and NatureSpace. 

Bush City biology trail: http://bit.ly/1DwX41v 

The Good, the Bad and the Bugly trail: http://bit.ly/1sWss0Y 

Mountains to Sea trail: http://bit.ly/1riTtxD 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Possible post-visit activities  

 

Plant a native garden 

Plant native plants and shrubs in your school gardens to attract native birds to your school.  

This could be extended to a whole school initiative to help raise awareness of native birds across the whole school community. 

Make your home native animal friendly 

Think about what you have learnt at Te Papa about protecting native wildlife. Use what you have learnt to make your home more friendly for birds and 

other native animals. 

Think back 

Create a drawing, mind map or report/recount of a particular part of the Te Papa programme, individually or in groups.  Either draw or mind map what 

you remember or were interested in, or use these ideas to guide you: extinct animals, birds, threats to native animals, ways to help native animals.  

 

As part of an inquiry learning approach, consider ‘so what’ and ‘now what’ as a class. Has the Te Papa programme answered your students’ 

questions about New Zealand plants and animals? What questions do they still have? What might they need to do next to find the answers? 

Learn about other unique animals 

Create a fact file on an endemic native animal from another country around the world.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Supporting material 

 

 

New Zealand Birds Online: The digital encyclopaedia of New Zealand birds  

Use this website to help you learn more about the birds of New Zealand. 

nzbirdsonline.org.nz 

 

Tips on making your home and garden native animal friendly 

Use this page on the DOC website to find lots of tips and ideas on how to make your garden safer for native animals. 

doc.govt.nz/getting-involved/home-and-garden 

 

Conservation ideas and activities for teachers 

Check out this page on DOC’s website for ideas on teaching your students more about conservation. 

doc.govt.nz/getting-involved/for-teachers 

 

Kiwi Conservation Club 

Check out Forest and Bird’s site for children. 

kcc.org.nz 

 
 
 


